
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
March 1, 2018 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, March 1, 2018, was called to order 
at 3:04 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 
Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Anita Dodd, Richard Chichester, Sue Henderson, Ken Pitts and David 

Rodriguez 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jane Conner  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Eva Campbell, Melannie Egan and Brian Geouge  
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Irma Clifton and Chris Hornung  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll.   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts stated there was a quorum with five members present. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Irma Clifton stated she would make her comments later since there were many items on the agenda. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Mr. Mink stated he did not have a report today, as he has been gone on special assignment for four months in 
Gettysburg, but starting next month he would be sending updates on the database. 
 
Ms. Dodd asked how much more time was needed to complete the report. 
 
Mr. Mink stated approximately three months. 
 
2. Celebrate VA Archaeological Sites 
 
Ms. Dodd stated Chris Hornung was there to present information about the proposed rezoning project. She 
stated that Kathy Baker had sent an email to members summarizing the project, and providing the 
information on the application. 
 
Mr. Hornung stated he was Vice-President of land development with Silver Companies.  He provided 
background on the overall Celebrate VA project, which included 1,100 acres of mixed residential and office 
development dating back to 1999.  Cultural resource studies had been conducted during development of the 
project, with input from the US Army Corps of Engineers, Stafford County, and the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources.  A total of 53 potential archaeological sites were identified over approximately 500 
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acres.  Of those sites, 26 were identified as potentially significant and warranted further study. 
Approximately 310 acres were set aside as a conservation easement with the Corp of Engineers, and included 
those sites. Mr. Hornung gave an overview of the sites to the Commission.  He continued by giving an 
overview of the proposed rezoning application which included the golf course site.  He stated County staff 
recommended discussing the application with the Commission and explain the historic component that was 
envisioned by Silver Companies to offset the impacts to the Agricultural properties and the view sheds from 
the river. He stated when the project was originally envisioned there were 300 acres of conservation 
easement as well as a 50 acre no build area to protect the Banks Ford and Scotts Ford crossing view shed and 
Civil War sites in the area.   
  
Ms. Henderson asked about project limits. 
 
Mr. Hornung stated currently the property was zoned RBC, which allowed office use, industrial use, 
entrainment uses and hotels.  He stated they have submitted a rezoning request to allow additional age 
restricted retirement homes in this area instead of the office and industrial.  He stated the blue area was the 
limits of where that project would be located.  And this request only covers the blue component of the 
overall 1,400 acres.   He stated four sites may be impacted by the development, and Silver would consult 
with Department of Historic Resources to see if they were significant, and if any additional studies are 
warranted.  He explained the new construction would encompass 50 acres which was anchored by the Banks 
house that was believed to be there from the late 1700s to early 1800s.  The area includes a number of 
resources, paths and access points.  He stated they would like to incorporate that into the project and be 
responsible for the design and construction and the new community would be responsible for the oversight 
and maintenance of the area.  The public part would be open to citizens, but the county would not be 
responsible for maintenance.  He stated the area offers potential interpretative opportunities such as Civil 
War reenactments and festivals.  He stated they were proposing outbuildings, shelter and parking.  He gave a 
list and description of sites that could be showcased.  He stated they would like to see a trail system that runs 
along the river with interpretative signage and they have already reached out to the City of Fredericksburg, 
because they own a lot of that land and they have agreed to participate in working on a plan to install, 
improve and maintain trails.  He stated they would like to do something at the Banks house similar to 
Chancellorsville Battlefield and locate the house foundation, install interpretative signs to tell the story about 
life is Stafford County in the late 1700s and early 1800s.  He stated he felt this was another resource to direct 
people to for the history, and it could also be an educational component for the schools.  He stated the area 
would be a pedestrian area, parking would be up to 100 spaces, but could be expanded.  He stated he would 
answer any questions the Commission may have. 
 
Ms. Henderson asked if any action was required. 
 
Ms. Dodd said this was just a proposed idea at this time, and does fall under the purview of the Commission.  
She stated she personally felt the idea was a good concept and the Commission could review it more in-depth 
and provide more information once the rezoning moves forward.  
 
Mr. Chichester asked if the golf course was gone. 
 
Mr. Hornung stated it was closed.   
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the Del Webb area at Celebrate VA which involved the Sanford house 
as well as the waterfall, cemeteries and trails.  
 

Page 2 of 5 



Historic Commission Minutes 
March 1, 2018 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Commission liked the idea and the explanation of what would happen to the identified 
sites was acceptable.  She asked the Commission if they would like to vote on the proposed development as 
presented.   
 
Mr. Chichester made a motion to accept the categories submitted.  He stated he also wanted to express his 
appreciation to Mr. Hornung for presenting this to the Commission. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion.  
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Conner was absent). 
 
3. Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Discussed after item 4. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
4. Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was still working on the 50 years and older ordinance.  She stated they would move to 
the preservation awards. 
 
3. Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the floor was open for suggestions for the nominations for the preservation awards.  She 
stated last year there was a nomination for the Monument Committee, but it was declined because the project 
was not finished.  She stated if they were not nominated this year the Commission should do so. 
 
Mr. Pitts asked if the letters were sent out. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated yes, and any nominations would go to Kathy, but she has not indicated any have been 
received at this time.  She stated the Cemetery Committee worked with Quantico and the identification and 
survey of cemeteries on their property, but the project was not finished because one cemetery was in the area 
where they are shooting.  She stated the Cemetery Committee worked very closely with Jay Woodfin and 
they feel Mr. Woodfin and his staff deserve recognition for the work they have done, as he identified and 
flagged the locations of the cemeteries, so when the Cemetery Committee went out they just had to follow 
the flags.  She asked the Commission how they felt about recognizing Mr. Woodfin since there is a 
possibility the project will never be finished due to the location of some of the cemeteries. 
 
Mr. Chichester stated it sounded as if Mr. Woodfin and his staff deserve the nomination since they have done 
all that they could do. 
 
Ms. Henderson asked where the list of past recipients was located. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated there was a plaque downstairs by the entrance to the Board of Supervisors that has them all 
listed there, but she would get a hard copy sent to Ms. Henderson. 
 
Mr. Pitts asked if Barbara Kirby accepted the nomination last year. 
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Ms. Dodd stated the Board of Supervisors recognized Ms. Kirby but the Commission did not give her a 
plaque because she did not want one.    
 
5. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
Ms. Dodd stated since Ms. Henderson was recently appointed to the Commission she would explain item 5.  
She explained the proposed ordinance was created in 2006 and basically deals with requiring developers to 
have a Phase I on the development area when needed.  She stated the ordinance was put in committee by the 
Board of Supervisors in 2006 and remains there.  She stated she has refused to take if off the agenda, in 
hopes there would be further discussion.  She then moved on to the additional public presentations.  
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Ms. Clifton stated there will be a Christmas tour in Falmouth December 2nd. Shelton Cottage will be open for 
garden week.  She stated the ARB approved the electric for Shelton’s Cottage and the panel will be placed 
on a pole away from the building with the wiring run underground.  She stated she was almost ready to come 
before the Commission with the National Register nomination.  She stated John Hennessey indicated she did 
not have a prayer because it had been moved, but she did not believe that because other places have been 
recognized. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she would not give up and stated Ms. Clifton would have to make a case for the building. 
 
Ms. Clifton stated she had a lot of information provided by Dovetail and she based it on that as well as 
information from other publications.  She stated she felt it stood a good chance of being considered.  She 
stated it would have to come to the Commission first and then through the County because the County owns 
the building.  The Office of Tourism has suggested that a small fee be charged for the Christmas tour and use 
those funds to contribute to the maintenance and renovation and upkeep of Shelton Cottage.  She stated there 
would also be a small fund raiser for Garden Week by having some original vintage floral paintings for sale.  
She also stated she met with the Historical Society earlier and worked out a deal that the funds collected will 
be vetted through them because Parks and Recreation can’t take any donations.  She gave a list of properties 
that would be on the Christmas tour.  She stated the Office of Tourism was working on a small grant for the 
owners opening their buildings to help toward decorations.  She also asked the Commission if they knew 
anyone that was good at decorating to put them in touch with her. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she would decorate the Magistrates Office. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Dodd welcomed Ms. Henderson to the Commission.  
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 1, 2018 
 
Ms. Dodd asked if there were minutes to approve. 
 
Ms. Egan stated no. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
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